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New York State had 12.4% of its house-
holds struggle with hunger during the 
2007-2009 period, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
annual report just released. 

This was a signifi cant increase from 
9.8% of NYS residents classifi ed as food 
insecure by USDA in the prior 2004-06 
period.

Nationally, more than 50 million people 
lived in households that were food inse-
cure in 2009 – up from 49.1 million in 
2008 and 36.2 million in 2007. 

“We have seen a massive increase in 
demand for emergency food over the 

New Federal Data Show 12.4 % of NYS Residents in 
Households Struggling with Hunger

Anti-Hunger Groups Urge Congress to Strengthen Child Nutrition Programs
cession, and unemployment did not rise 
sharply until the second half of that year.
Almost 18 percent of Americans re-
ported in September 2010 that they had 
struggled to afford enough food to feed 
themselves and their families at times 
over the last 12 months, according to 
the Food Research and Action Center’s 
analysis of data from the Gallup-Health-
ways Well-Being Index. The data were 
gathered by the Gallup-Healthways 
Well-Being Index project, which has 
been interviewing almost 1,000 house-
holds daily since January 2008. People 
were asked, “Have there been times in 
the past twelve months when you did not 
have enough money to buy food that you 
or your family needed?”

last three years. In 2009 and 2008 the 
combined demand was up more than 
50%. We had hoped that Congress would  
reauthorize a stronger child nutrition 
safery net and not opt to fund it with cuts 
to the Food Stamp Program. Our hopes 
were not realized,” noted Mark Dunlea, 
Hunger Action Network’s Executive 
Director. (SEE PAGE 3 for details on the 
Child Nutrition Reauthorization)

USDA’s state numbers, based on a three 
year period, are averages of years from 
both before and after the start of the re-
cession. They therefore almost certainly 
understate the extent of food insecurity 
in NY in 2009 and, in all likelihood, 
today. 2008 was the fi rst year of the re-

Congress has extended the Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
block grant for one year through Sept. 
30, 2011.  TANF is the nation’s main 
welfare program for children. The ex-
tension does not include the TANF 
Emergency Fund, which assisted states 
that increased spending on subsidized 
jobs, basic assistance and short-term 
benefi ts during fi scal years 2009 and 
2010.  

The TANF block grant provides fund-
ing to states that supports cash assis-
tance programs and a wide range of 
other benefi ts and services for low-in-
come families. 

Groups such as the Center for Law and 
Social Policy believe that he goals of 
reauthorization should be to:

• Focus on alleviating poverty and 
preventing material hardship among 

children and families, especially those 
who are particularly vulnerable due to 
circumstances such as disability, do-
mestic violence, or homelessness.

• Create effective pathways to eco-
nomic opportunity, including access to 
mainstream education and training and 
individualized services for those with 
barriers to employment.

However, with control of the 
House now in the hands of the Re-
publicans, it is likely that the re-
authorization debate may focus on 
issues such as increasing the work 
requirements and increasing pen-
alties on families (e.g., full family 
sanctions). 

Hunger Action has always be-
lieved that, since TANF is alleg-
edly a “work” promotion program, 
more spending should be devoted 

One-Year TANF Extension
to job creation in low-income commu-
nities, especially now with double digit 
unemployment rates. The safety net, 
including cash assistance, also needs 
to be strengthened, especially for those 
unable to work.

Another key issue will be the provision 
of child care to participants, especially 
those with young children.



Annual Membership Meeting and March for Justice in Harlem
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“2-4-6-8, we need jobs in New York 
State!” Voices began to strain but the 
feet kept marching until we reached 
the state offi ce building on West 125th 
Street in Harlem.

The march followed the adjournment 
of Hunger Action’s 28th An-
nual Membership Meeting at 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in 
which attendees from across the 
state gathered to provide feed-
back on organizational priori-
ties and discuss the upcoming 
battles that anti-hunger groups 
will face next year at the state 
and federal levels.  

With the country stuck in the 
worst recession in 70 years and 
unemployment exceeding 30 
percent in many low-income 
communities, the opening plenary, led 
by Mark Dunlea, Executive Director, 
focused on the challenge of ending 
hunger in the Great Recession.  Christy 
Robb of Hour Children, Reverend Earl 
Kooperkamp of St. Mary’s, and Eric 
Walker of PUSH Buffalo joined Mark 
and spoke passionately about the need 
to actively advocate for change.  “We 
hear all of this rhetoric about ending 
child hunger and that is terrifi c,” said 
Christy Robb, “but it is merely rhetoric 
until we change the policies and attack 
hunger at the root cause. Change must 
occur at the policy level to make a real 
difference.”  

Following the plenary, attendees broke 
into small groups and brainstormed 
on action steps.  Groups discussed 
the need to mobilize at the grassroots 
level, and in acknowledging the chal-
lenge, offered a number of suggestions 
from changing the dialogue to get new 
people involved in the movement to 
developing a better media strategy.  
Empower the community by having 
nonprofi ts offer training, one group 

suggested.

There was a lot of positive feedback 
from attendees on HANNYS’ advo-
cacy efforts with a number of groups 
encouraging more aggressive action on 
tax issues such as the stock transfer tax 

and progressive income tax.

Reverend Joyce Hartwell of Interfaith 
Alliance of New York State, Christy 
Robb of Hour Children, and Reverend 
Terry Troia of Project Hospitality were 
then elected to Hunger Action’s Board 
of Directors.

Before breaking for lunch, which was 
provided by our Hamilton Hill Food 
Processing kitchen, members voted 
on issue priorities for 2011.  The top 
three issues, as voted on, are WPA style 
job creation, improving access to food 
stamps and public assistance, and rais-
ing the welfare grant.  Tied for fourth 
place were changing the eligibility 
standard for food stamps and protect-
ing Social Security and Medicare.

Two sets of exciting workshops fi lled 
much of the afternoon and gave partici-
pants the opportunity to hear from lead-
ing organizers on the following topics: 
2011 State Legislative Agenda, Im-
proving Nutrition at EFPs, Next Steps 
for Single Payer Reform, Food Justice 

and the Farm Bill, Green Jobs for Low-
Income New Yorkers, and TANF Re-
authorization.  The workshops gave an 
in-depth overview of current campaigns 
and ways to strategize and impact in 
each area.

HANNYS members were fi red 
up and energized for the march 
that ended the day, chanting each 
step of the way while Laurie 
Wen, organizer, leafl eted relent-
lessly and urged onlookers to 
support the Local Jobs for Amer-
ica Act (HR 4812). 

Assemblyman Keith Wright 
passed by as we gathered outside 
the building. HANNYS mem-
bers had a brief discussion with 
him and his staff about some of 
our priority issues on the state 

level, including passing “on-bill recov-
ery” for the Green Jobs Green NY bill, 
and increasing subsidized jobs funding 
in the welfare budget. 

Afterwards,  a small group entered the 
building in hopes of meeting with the 
staff  of Congressman Charlie Rangel 
about federal issues.  The group con-
sisted mostly of Rangel’s constituents 
and included Lucia Russett of Little Sis-
ters of the Assumption, Christy Robb of 
Hour Children, Stephen Fanto of Holy 
Apostles, and Wen. To the group’s sur-
prise, Rangel himself was in the offi ce, 
and despite his staff’s attempt to pre-
vent an unscheduled meeting, the group 
spoke with Rep. Rangel for about ten 
minutes, during which the congressman 
reiterated his support for the Local Jobs 
for America Act. After Rangel left, the 
group spoke with his staff for another 
twenty minutes, giving forceful testi-
monies on how they and their clients 
are impacted by a number of federal 
legislations, including the Farm Bill. 
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Send a message to State policymakers 
order postcards today

Dear Senator Skelos:

With nearly a million officially un-

employed New Yorkers, job creation 

and an adequate safety net are vital, 

We urge you to increase funding for 

the Hunger and Nutrition Assistance 

Program (HPNAP) to $33.3 mil-

lion and to increase funding for job 

creation and training programs for 

adults and disconnected youth.

(Message on reverse)

To order postcard call 518 434-7371 ext 3# or email dcatozzi@hungeractionnys.org

Next Year’s State Budget Looks Grim
If the 2010-11 state budget was bad 
news for students, human service 
groups, and workers, unfortunately 
next year’s state budget will almost 
certainly be even worse.

Even after lawmakers enacted deep cuts 
across the budget, the state’s projected 
defi cit for next year tops $9 billion. 
The state was able to avoid some of 
the cuts by receiving a second round 
of federal stimulus dollars; in addi-
tion, much of the $638 million in 
emergency federal welfare funding 
was diverted to general fi scal relief. 
Such federal funds are not expected 
to be made available this year, espe-
cially with many House Democrats 
losing their seats.

Governor-elect Cuomo didn’t offer 
many specifi cs as to how he would 
resolve the state budget defi cit, but 

what he did propose was troublesome 
-- a cap on local property taxes, a freeze 
on state spending, attacks on unions 
and benefi ts for state workers, and no 
higher taxes on the wealthy. Since the 
election he has stated that education 
and health care, which represent more 
than half of the state budget, will have 

to be cut.

Polls show the public wants the wealthy 
and Wall Street to pay their share of 
taxes. Taxpayers recently bailed out 
the banks and Wall Street; why can’t 
they return some of the funds to New 
York State? The state actually collects 

a small sales tax on stock trans-
actions, which primarily impacts 
on speculators, but then rebates it 
back. As computerized “insider” 
trading has soared, so have the 
revenues from the stock transfer 
tax, now $16 billion annually -- far 
larger than the “defi cit.”

Hunger Action Network and the 
Empire State Economic Security 
Campaign (ES2) will have their 
joint annual lobby day in Albany 
on Tuesday, March 1. The Gover-
nor’s proposed budget will be re-
leased February 1st.
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Advocacy Conference for NYC Emergency Food Programs a Success
Hunger Action joined forces with the 
Federation of Protestant Welfare Agen-
cies (FPWA) and New York City Co-
alition Against Hunger (NYCCAH) 
for the second time this year to hold an 
advocacy conference for Emergency 
Food Programs (EFP) in New York 
City.  The event, co-sponsored by Ca-
thedral Community Cares, The New 
York Academy of Medicine, and Why-
Hunger, built upon the May conference 
with a more expanded and in-depth 
agenda that sought to engage EFPs in 
advocacy and organizing. 

Doreen Wohl of West Side Campaign 
Against Hunger joined 
Christy Robb of Hour 
Children to open the con-
ference with a strong mes-
sage to EFPs about why 
advocacy is essential.  
Doreen noted that advo-
cacy can “guide people to 
a place of understanding” 
but stressed that we must 
be louder if we are to be 
heard. Robb added that, 
“We have to start pay-
ing just to get food at the 
doors” and the necessities 
of having more staffi ng 
and resources are becom-
ing more diffi cult with the 
reduced funding they receive. Robb 
also stressed the importance of contact-
ing and meeting with elected offi cials 
as policy changes are what will make a 
real difference to ending hunger in the 
long-term. “Just get people into their 
offi ces,” Robb pleaded, as she recount-
ed the impact of an impromptu meeting 
with Congressman Rangel after HAN-
NYS’ Annual Membership Meeting.

Participants then moved into neighbor-
hood groups to begin smaller group 
discussions. They listened closely as 
Teisha Diallo of Project Hospitality 
spoke to the full conference about the 
critical anti-hunger issues facing her 

Staten Island community.  Two rounds 
of discussion then followed at each 
neighborhood table asking: (1) What 
are the critical anti-hunger issues in 
your community and (2) How can EFPs 
contribute to solving these issues? 
The fi rst round of discussion largely 
focused on dealing with increased de-
mand and decreased funding as well a 
pressing need for education.  Demo-
graphic changes were mentioned; one 
group noted a signifi cant increase in 
middle class clients going through the 
system for the fi rst time while another 
discussed the challenge of immigration 
status and a pressing need for immigra-

tion reform. 

Other common suggestions from partic-
ipants as to how to contribute to solving 
these critical issues included: improv-
ing nutrition, educating clients about 
access to the existing social services 
system, and forming coalitions and 
partnerships.  One attendee reminded 
the group that we must also be open to 
learning from other groups. “It’s okay 
to admit that other organizations, other 
nonprofi ts, are doing things better than 
what your organization is doing,” she 
added.

Chef Mark of West Side Campaign 

Against Hunger prepared a delicious 
and healthy lunch that had attendees 
raving.  A nutrition education table 
was also available during this time for 
people to approach for information on 
sugar in drinks and Cornell Coopera-
tive’s nutrition education workshops, 
offered by Jannie Wolff.

Workshops offered at the conference 
also prompted a very positive response 
from attendees, with three held in the 
morning and three in the afternoon:
• How to Become a Public Poli-
cy Advocate (Kerry Birnbach of NYC-
CAH)

• Legislative Update (Mark 
Dunlea of HANNYS)
• How to Assist Guests in Ob-
taining Nutritional Benefi ts 
(Jim Wengler, NYCCAH)
• Feed the Future: Serving 
Our Disconnected Youth (Ni-
cole Lavan, Reverend Joel 
Gibson, Greg Richane and 
Richard Colon of FPWA)
• Food Action Boards and 
Building the Power of the 
Low-Income Community 
(Michael Paone of NYC-
CAH)
• The Hunger/Obesity Para-
dox (Professor Andrew Run-
dle of Columbia University 

and Chef Michael Ennes of Broadway 
Community Inc.)

Following the afternoon workshops, 
the conference moved from advoca-
cy to organizing with Ed Fowler and 
Raquel Namuche of Neighbors Togeth-
er presenting on their organizing ef-
forts in Brooklyn, specifi cally the pro-
cess and the challenges of getting their 
members actively involved. Namuche 
emphasized the key principles of com-
munity organizing: (1) Working to cre-
ate change in people’s lives by getting 
people to look at the big picture and 
doing outreach (i.e. door knocking) and 
(2) helping people to create a sense of 
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Federal Defi cit cont.
come directly out of the pockets of 
seniors in the form of increased cost-
sharing. The proposal also includes a 
new round of cuts 
in Medicare pro-
vider reimburse-
ments.

The Commission 
wants to reduce 
the tax rate for 
corporations to 
26 percent, and 
the individual tax 
rate for the rich 
from 35% to 23% 
-- in exchange for 
closing various 
loopholes such 
as the interest de-
duction on home 
mortgages and 
treating capital gains as ordinary in-
come.

Many point out that Social Security has 
nothing to do with the federal budget 
defi cit. Senator Bernie Sanders of Ver-
mont stated “the huge increase in the 

national debt in recent years was caused 
by two unpaid wars, tax breaks for the 
wealthy, a Medicare prescription drug 
bill written by the pharmaceutical indus-

try, and the Wall 
Street bailout.  
Unlike Social 
Security, none 
of these propos-
als were paid 
for. Not only 
has Social Se-
curity not con-
tributed a dime 
to the defi cit, it 
has a $2.6 tril-
lion surplus. “

Dean Baker, 
of the Center 
For Economic 
and Policy Re-
search, points 

out: “The large government defi cits are 
the only factor sustaining demand fol-
lowing the loss of the bubble wealth. If 
today’s defi cits were smaller, we would 
not be helping our children; we would 
just be putting their parents out of work.” 
Defi cit reduction plans recently released 

their own power. Fowler gave an ener-
getic presentation around how Neigh-
bors Together has tried to alter their 
model of service by turning clients into 
members, giving them some sense of 
ownership and accountability.  

Bich Ha Pham and Mark Dunlea then 
closed the conference with informa-
tion about upcoming events, urging 
the nearly 60 attendees from the fi ve 
boroughs and New Jersey to stay ac-
tive and join existing campaigns. “Pro-
grams will be cut, we need to come to-
gether,” stated Pham, who emphasized 
unity and a need for people to continue 
to stay involved beyond attending the 
conference.  

Conference from page11 

by other groups have focused on the 
need to stimulate the economy.

Baker notes that another “glaring omis-
sion” of the Defi cit Commission draft is 
that it does not include plans for any type 
of tax on the fi nancial sector, an idea 
supported by commission members. A 
tiny tax on destructive Wall Street specu-
lation alone could raise $1.5 trillion over 
10 years, a hefty chunk of change that 
can be used to put Americans back to 
work and reduce the defi cit.

Others argue that the biggest long-term 
defi cit in the country is really the huge 
outlays for an inferior medical system, 
which just got worse with Congress’ 
nationwide insurance mandate. Health 
care expenditures now account for 16% 
of the nation’s economy and are rapidly 
approaching 20%. Yet despite spending 
twice as much money on health care than 
other industrial countries, the US has 
the worst-ranked health system among 
such countries. Many argue the root 
cause of the problem is the huge waste 
and bureaucracy associated with the US’ 
unique system of health insurance.

Proactive advocacy on 
behalf of EFP clients 
is essential if we are to 
make progress in the 
fi ght against hunger 
and poverty.  As the 
Reverend Joel Gib-
son of the Federation 
of Protestant Welfare 
Agencies stated, “pov-
erty is an ever-present 
injustice that we have 
but it’s an injustice that 
we need not have.” 
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WHAT’S COOKING IN THE KITCHEN?
An update on the Hamilton Hill Food Processing Project

Hunger Action Network is proud and 
delighted to announce several major 
positive developments in our Hamilton 
Hill Food Processors (HHFP) com-
munity kitchen experiment.  In 2011, 
HHFP will become a top-notch food 
service job training 
site, transforming 
lives by offering very 
marketable job skills 
to youth and low-
income people look-
ing for a career in this 
high demand area.

We are furthermore 
expanding our mis-
sion impact by de-
livering affordable 
and healthful meals 
to hundreds of poor 
Schenectady children 
in daycare, and TD 
Bank has just sent us 
a grant of $30,000 to 
support the transition 
to this combination of 
community food work and job training.

Training program participants will 
come from a new network of com-
munity contacts.  We are developing 
a connection to Schenectady County 
Community College’s culinary arts 
department, and Schenectady County 
DSS and the One-Stop Center will re-
fer people interested in food service 
work.  Our fi rst very successful student 
and employee, Juliet Niles, has come 
to us from the Transitional Jobs pro-
gram in Schenectady.  As it turns out, 
she is preparing meals for the very day-
care center where her own daughter is 
enrolled.

The training will emphasize both a rig-
orous set of cooking and food prepa-
ration skills as well as work ethic and 

general employability.  One of the tar-
get populations for the training we are 
aiming to recruit will be young people 
coming out of the foster care system, a 
group whose life prospects have been 
shown to be bleak and who may benefi t 

from this approach.

People formerly incarcerated and re-
entering society are another group who 
may benefi t from the HHFP program.  
Once we have fully scaled up, we aim 
to have a community outreach worker 
who will build our relationships with 
food service employers and organize 
job retention services for our graduates.

These exciting changes have been made 
possible by our new relationship with 
Fare Start kitchens in Seattle, WA.  A 
local funder who supports this program 
told us about it last summer, and we 
have been building a promising and 
fruitful consulting relationship with 
them ever since.

Fare Start has an 18-year track record 

training 3,000 homeless individuals 
and youth for food service jobs and ca-
reers, and it has developed both excel-
lent training expertise as well as a mod-
el for supporting the mission with meal 
contracts.  They have a division called 

Kitchens with Mis-
sion that special-
izes in replicating 
their successes in 
other parts of the 
country, and HHFP 
will become one of 
50 places around 
the country where 
their growing net-
work is expanding.

Although the focus 
of the kitchen has 
changed in these 
ways, the food re-
tail business will 
continue and our 
expanded line of 
delicious Healthy 
Community Har-

vest brand bruschettas, salsas, and jams 
is still available.  

We should mention that all of 
these products, available by mail 
order or online at www.hunger-
actionnys.org, make wonderful 
and especially meaningful gifts, 
whether for the holidays or any 
time of year.  Do consider this 
special way of supporting the 
work of the HHFP kitchen.
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country in 1953:  “Every gun that is 
made, every warship launched, ev-
ery rocket fi red signifi es, in the fi nal 
sense, a theft from those who hunger 
and are not fed, those who are cold 
and are not clothed.”

OK, so you are supposed to end on an 
upbeat note. Well, it’s nice that more 
Americans now say they prefer so-
cialism to capitalism.  A lot of people 
– not, unfortunately, the institutional 
liberals – are coming to understand 
that the two parties are just as rotten 
to the core as the whole political sys-
tem. I am heartened that Hunger Ac-
tion Network’s, membership is focus-
ing more on political reform as a top 
issue priority. And it is encouraging 
that there is a growing community 
sustainable food movement, espe-
cially amongst the young. 

As I said in my opening comment, the 
solution as always is to organize, agi-
tate and mobilize. This is a primary 
goal of Hunger Action Network, and 
I am pleased to report that we have 
begun to build the membership rolls 
in 2010 again after several years of 
decline. Let me remind you too that 
President Obama has proposed a 
goal of Ending Childhood Hunger by 
2015 – and USDA has actually start-
ed holding meetings about it. 

It is a worthwhile goal and if the 
President really wants to try, I am 
more than willing to try to help him 
succeed.  I hope you will join me 
and give generously of your time 
and money to keep Hunger Action 
Network strong.  Let us end hunger 
before another 25th anniversary rolls 
around.

End Hunger Cont from page 1
welfare rights and community orga-
nizing group in NYC, but the voices 
of the poor remain largely unheard 
and unheeded in Albany. 

After a quarter century in the strug-
gle, what most strikes me is how in-
tractable the problem of hunger in 
America seems to be. Hunger Action 
Network was started in 1982 when 
emergency food programs banded 
together to coordinate their efforts 
following the 1981 federal budget 
cuts to food stamps and other social 
programs.  Those cuts had an imme-
diate and terrible impact:  the num-
ber of emergency food programs 
skyrocketed in NYS and nationally, 
and since we have not yet managed 
to change our national priorities back 
from favoring the rich, that very 
steep growth curve has never turned 
back down.  There were only a few 
dozen emergency feeding programs 
in NYC in 1980; now there are more 
than 3,000 across the state, with over 
1,200 in NYC alone, and more hun-
gry people than ever.

As food providers gathered for their 
initial meetings in 1982, one of their 
primary goals was to put themselves 
out of business as quickly as pos-
sible. Instead, 25 years later food 
pantries and soup kitchens have be-
come entrenched institutions, with 
such programs often operating ev-
ery few blocks in larger urban areas 
and more and more every year even 
in rural parts of the state. 25 years 
later many of the same volunteers 
are still there, putting a few bags of 
foods into the hands of the hungry in 
a line that just gets longer and longer 
as the years go by. Anti-poverty ad-
vocates have hotly debated the value 
of maintaining and expanding this 
network of three thousand food pro-
grams. Certainly if the hundreds of 
thousands of volunteers who support 
them had spent their time and energy 
demanding change from our elected 

representatives, our country might 
no longer hold the sad distinction 
of being the world leader in income 
disparity and other poverty indica-
tors among developed countries. Our 
long time motto at Hunger Action 
Network has been “From Charity to 
Justice;” hunger will be ended, not 
with handouts, but with equality and 
justice.

One of our success stories over the 
years has been to steadily increase 
state and NYC funding for emer-
gency food to more than $40 million 
annually. It seems like blood money. 
Government offi cials would rather 
give us a few more million dollars 
every year to placate the anti-hunger 
movement than to invest in the job 
creation, child care, education and 
affordable housing we really need to 
lift millions of New Yorkers out of 
poverty.

Over 25 years, the same issues have 
been recycled over and over again: 
disrespect at local welfare offi ces; 
food stamp benefi ts that are too low 
and “expedited” benefi ts arriving 
too late, if ever; politicians attack-
ing welfare “queens” or undeserving 
poor to score political points, while 
liberals shy away, “queasy” about de-
fending welfare; hunger stories every 
Thanksgiving; foundations rediscov-
ering some aspect of the poverty fi ght 
and then moving on to the next thing.

One issue I feel we must keep coming 
back to is the military budget. While 
we are often unsuccessful in winning 
just a few more dollars for our vari-
ous initiatives, the military budget 
just gets larger and larger no matter 
which party or politician is in power:  
just this past year our Nobel Peace 
Prize-winning U.S. president submit-
ted a military budget request of over 
$700 billion per year.  Though the 
Cold War ended about 1990, we still 
are waiting for the Peace Dividend. 
As President Eisenhower warned the 



GRASSROOTS				    		                   		                December 2010 • 15

Jobs & Safety Net from pg 5

anecdotes of people who say “The way 
they treated me before, I would rather 
starve than try applying for welfare 
again,” and unfortunately this senti-
ment appears to be justified in many 
local districts.  Here are some of the 
more striking survey answers showing 
the problems across the state:

• 76% answered “No” to the question:  
“Are application forms easily acces-
sible?”

• 57% answered “Yes” to the ques-
tion:  “Have applicants been screened 
out even before submitting an applica-
tion?”

• 73% answered “No” to the question:  
“Does your local district routinely in-
form applicants of the availability of 
Emergency Assistance [e.g. rent, heat-
ing money, shelter]?”

• 61% answered “No” to the question:  
“Do applicants and recipients who are 
disabled have their needs accommodat-
ed by the local service district?”

While the extent of these problems var-
iess from county to county, such high 
numbers indicate some serious causes 
for concern and system-wide, not iso-
lated, issues that must be addressed.  

Some of our major recommendations 
for improvement include:

• Remove the distinction between Fam-
ily Assistance and Safety Net appli-
cants/recipients.

• Create more clear and accessible in-
formation, orientation, and a “know 
your rights” document, and possibly 
even an ombudsman or navigator, 
for applicants who need more clarity 
about what help is available.

• End durational sanctions, so that as 

soon as someone has corrected a prob-
lem that led to interruption of benefits, 
they can start receiving their cash as-
sistance again, rather than being forced 
to wait for weeks and months.

Job Creation Successes 

Our jobs report has two principal find-
ings: Subsidized employment pro-
grams work  and those same success-
ful programs have been cut rather than 
expanded.

With the help of special federal reces-
sion funding in the previous year’s 
state budget, NYS has ramped up its 
investment in a new kind of welfare to 
work solution:  subsidized employment 
for welfare participants.  This approach 
basically reimburses an employer who 
takes on a welfare participant at a rate 
above the minimum wage, often in the 
$8-9/hour range.

The worker becomes a regular employ-
ee, and the employer has the option of 
supplementing the subsidized wage.  
Most exciting in this experiment is 
the fact that most of New York’s sub-
sidized employment positions involve 
a training and/or educational com-
ponent:  weatherization or other kind 
of energy efficiency training for the 
Green Jobs Corps participants; health 
care training for that line of work; and 
regular weekly hours of training and/
or education in the Transitional Jobs 
program.

Hunger Action Network and our part-
ners in Community Voices Heard have 
pushed for years to incorporate more 
training and education into welfare to 
work programs, and subsidized jobs 
like these are finally introducing this 
approach across the entire state.

Although all of these programs were 

basically brand new as they started up 
in late 2009, local districts have done a 
reasonably good job of finding employ-
ers willing to take on new employees 
through these subsidized programs.  
Employers around the country have re-
ported very positive experiences with 
this arrangement, giving them added 
productivity, and it has promoted hiring 
in many industries and sectors where 
otherwise few jobs would have been 
available

As we have seen too often, however, no 
sooner has a pilot project shown some 
chance of success than the budget pro-
cess pulls the rug from under it: in June 
of 2010, last minute budget talks result-
ed in reduction of subsidized employ-
ment funding from $70 to $14 million.

Hunger Action Network will be work-
ing hard to convince the incoming gov-
ernor and the next session of the legis-
lature about both social service reforms 
and new jobs as crucial means for re-
lieving recession hardships and putting 
New York State on the road to recovery.

Above all, state government must be 
bold and clear about job creation.  The 
wave of the future is subsidized em-
ployment programs and community 
benefits agreements that lead to targeted 
hiring of low-income people in crucial 
infrastructure industries like roads and 
transit construction and green indus-
tries.  The era of using nothing but tax 
breaks like Empire Zones and corpo-
rate welfare to bring jobs has left New 
York State with 800,000 out of work, 
upstate cities on life support, and grow-
ing ranks of indigent and working poor.
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Make me a Sustaining Member of Hunger Action Network.  I would like to give
$10     $20 $25 $50     $______ monthly.  Contact me at the number(s) below to

arrange an automatic deduction from a bank account or credit card.

I prefer to make a One-Time Contribution to the campaign.  Enclosed please find my tax-
deductible investment of $_______.

I am ready to start taking action today.  Please send me _____ #  Holiday Postcards addressed to
our state leaders seeking support for jobs and the safety net.  I will be sure to get them signed.

Name:______________________________________________ Email:_____________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________ City:____________________ St:____ Zip:_________

Phone:_________________________  Cell:___________________________  Work:____________________________
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