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Mark Quandt & the Regional Food New Social Services Committee Governor Spitzer to include it in next
Bank of Northeastern NewYork. Chair Speaks at Lobby Day years state budgetThe groups had
called for an increase in the Basic Grant
The Food Bank was founded in 1982 b$everal hundred low-income individualof the PublidAssistance grant from $291
a group of food pantry coor- and advocates rallied at theo $435 for a family of 3 to reflect the
dinators and anti-hunger a Capitol in March in favor of increase in the cost of living since the last
vocates. Originallythe Food a hike in welfare benefits adjustmentin 1990.
Bank occupied space in and universal health care.
commercial warehouse a Both issues were included inAdvocates were also hoping to see in-
distributed 400,000 pounds the Assembly budget pro- creased funding for the Hunger Preven-
food in its first yearToday it posals, including a 10% in-tion and NutritionAssistance Program
occupies its own 62,00 crease in the welfare basicand the establishment of a NYS Food
square foot warehouse an grant over a two year pe-Policy Council. While the legislature

distributes nearly 50 times that amourriod. failed to allocate more funds for HPNAP
of food, up to 20 million pounds each the $5.15 million increase proposed by
year The event was sponsored by the HurGov. Spitzer was enacted. Commis-

gerAction Network of NewYork Sate sioner Pat Hooker of the Department of

The RFB collects donations of foodand the Empire State Economic Securitigriculture and Markets has told groups
from the food industry that is perfectlyCampaign (ES2)Assemblymember that the Governor will shortly make a
good to eat but cannot be sold (overprd<eith Wright, the new chair of the So-proposal on the Food Council.
duced product, production flaws, closeeial Services Committee, addressed the
to-code items, etc.), and distributegroup for more than half an hour atn response to thassemblys welfare
this food to over 1000 member organiWestminster Presbyterian Church.  grant proposal, the Goverrerofiice
zations, including 350 food pantries, 75 instead proposed improving the Earned
soup kitchens, 55 homeless shelters, alldhile the final budget did includeIncome Disregard (EID), since their fo-
hundreds of other programs such a&200,000 for a universal health careus presently is to “help those who are

continued on p. 7 Study (see related story), the welfareorking”. While itis a good proposal, it
grant was rejected. Howevyewe gen- is a not a substitute for a grant hike.
erated much needed momentum on this
issue We will now focus on convincing continued on p. 7
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In 2007, HungeAction Network is observing its #5anniversaryCelebrate o
course is not the appropriate word, because we would have been dism
someone had suggested back in 1982 that we would still need emergen
programs 25 years latévluch of the demand for engency food came aftg

soon be out of business once Congress realized the negative impact of w
had done.

HungerAction has always pursued dual goals: to do what we can to feed h
New Yorkers todaywhile working to eliminate the root causes of hunger
put EFPs out of business. Our motto has been: from charity to justice.

To feed people todaye have worked to increase state funding for gereay
food programs (an annual increase of over $25 million) and improve acq
federal nutrition programs such as food stamps and school rii¢alsave
embraced the community food security movement, helping to teach peq
grow their own food and bringing Community Suppo/Aegdculture to low-in-
come communitie®And we have worked for long-term solutions such as li
wage jobs, access to education and training, and universal health care.

We hope that our 25anniversary will be an opportunity to spur real cha
With a new Governomwe want to put hunger back on the political agenda.
ticularly in the worlds richest countryhunger shouldhbe viewed as some u
solvable problem and EFPs shouldn’t be viewed as permanent institutions
Day 1, we have asked to speed up the issuance of expedited food star
re-establish the NYS Food Policy Council

Hunger inAmerica is solely a political and economic problem; we have the
ity to grow enough food to feed everyone. What we lack is the political w
address problems like inequality

HungerAction Network appreciates the work of the tens of thousands of
Yorkers who have worked to end hundgesm the volunteers at food pantrig
to the community organizers in the streets, the folks who donate to keep ou
opens, the many great people who have dedicated their lives as Board m

vice organizations.

our graditude to all our funders, starting with Robert Sterling Clark Found
PublicWelfare Foundation and Presbyterian Hunger Program for well mor¢
a decade of suppoitVe express our admiration of the millions of &% who
have worked valiantly to support their families, friends and neighbors againg
daunting odds, especially those who have been willing to stand out by sp,
out.

End hunger now

Bich Ha Pham, Executive Director

the initial budget cuts during the Reagan administrai@all thought we would
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Momentum is growing to improve the
nutritional quality of food in Nework
schools. GovSpitzer recently released
a comprehensive Healthy Schodlst
that would expand on two prior Hunger
Action victories: extending the junk food
ban and expanding the school breakfast
mandate.

A strong junk food bill (A7086 / S4169)

for schools has been in the legislature thgursable school meals, the bill will se
last two years, sponsored Ag. Sandy standards for fat, sugar and sodium.
Galef and Sen. Lalle.

t

Aside from meals, during the school day
“In the Sate of NewYork, childhood students will be allowed to purchase only
obesity has reached crisis levels,” saiffuits, vegetables, whole grains, and low
Governor SpitzefThis legislationis an fat or non-fat dairy itemsAfter the
important step in the fight against childschool day ends, high school studen
hood obesity added Lieutenant Gover can purchase additional snack items th
nor Paterson. “Because of the amounmheet particular limits for fat, sugar and
of time that our kids spend in school, prosodium.
moting balanced nutrition, physical activ-
ity and overall healthy lifestyles duringThe bill will limit the types of beverages
the school day is a clear sign that thghat may be sold in schools to water
State of Newvork is committed to im- 100% fruit or vegetable juice, low-fat of
proving childrens$ health.” non-fat regular or flavored milk.

The Healthy Schookct will include the  The bill will also improve the school en-

following provisions: vironment in ways that encourage
healthy eating behaviors and physical

The bill would require school breakfastctivity by:

program for middle schools and high

schools if such districts already particiRequiring schools to provide student

pate in a school lunch program. This igith a minimum of twenty minutes to ea

already the case for elementary schoolgeakfast and thirty minutes to eat lunch;

and for low-income middle and highand,

schools.

S

Requiring schools to provide students i
While the State is limited in its ability toeighth grade and under a recess peri
impose restrictions on school meals thatvolving physical activity of up to 30

n

are reimbursable by the federal goverreonsecutive minutes on each day whenpayid VanArsdale

ment, this bill will provide that such mealshere is no physical education class.
must be trans-fat free and must meet
limits on sodium and cholesterol. For
entrees sold separately from the reim-
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(The Farm Bill is up for reauthorization crops, which are sold at prices lower

this year in Congress. It helps farmers s E E Ds than what it costs to produce them.
while funding federal nutrition programs

like food stamps.) c HA N G E For example, in spite of their much lower

production costs, cotton farmers in

A Changing Rural Landscape—And countries like Senegal, Burkina Faso,

Persistent Poverty Chad and Mali cannot survive when
HELP FARMERS »w END HUNGER world prices are so lomJ.S. cotton

The picture of poverty is grim in rural commodity payments are partly to

America. The poverty rate in rural arfarm bill includes commodity paymentsplame. For thesafrican nations, where
eas is 14 percent—2 percent higher thaghich are cash payments made to farm0 million people who earn roughly $1 to
in urban areas. The number is evegrs growing mostly five crops—corn,$2 a day depend directly on cotton, U.S.
higher for child poverty: 20 percent, comwheat, cotton, rice and soybeans. Confarm programs shatter hopes of reduc-
pared to 17 percent in urban areasnodity payments are supposed to prdag hunger and poverty
Nearly 400 counties across the Unitegkct farmers from low prices by making
States have experienced poverty rate the difference between a target pricEhe farm bill is also a primary tool for
of more than 20 percent for the past 3@nd the actual market price. reducing hunger in the United States.
years. Nine out of 10 of these “persis- The Food Stamp Program, a major com-
tent poverty” counties are rural. Unemin reality, commodity payments are nofponent in the farm bill, is our naticrfirst
ployment rates are higher too, and rur@ffective risk management tools fotine of defense against hungéne Food
America has higher concentrations ofarmers. Commodity payments hav&tamp Program served an average of 26
substandard housing. shifted dramatically to the very largesmillion people per month in 2005. It
farms, which often are the wealthiesshould be strengthened to provide a nu-
The landscape of rurAmerica is quite farmers. Farmers who need paymentstious and sufficient diet for hungry
different now than during the 1930sthe least are receiving the most, and twpeople.
when direct government support fothirds of farmers receive no payments.
farmers began, yet the farm bill has not How to Improve the Farm Bill
kept pace with changing times. Less thanhe portion of the current farm bill de-
2 percent of the U.S. population is curvoted specifically to rural developmenfThe US needs a broagerore equitable
rently engaged in farming, compared t@s very small. This is out of balance witrsafety net that works better for small and
21 percent in the 1930s. the needs of ruraAmerica. Some 50 moderate-sized farms. U.S. farmers
million Americans live in rural commu- who want to grow barleyroccoli, pears
Today the vast majority of rural residentsiities; only 3 million are farmersAs the or pecans, for example, should have the
work in non-farm jobs, such as retaimain source of federal support for ruratame safety net as those who grow the
service or factory work. Many farmers America, the farm bill needs to reflecfive program crops the current farm bill
in fact, take second jobs off the farmthe fact that increasingly the non-farrmow supports. Reforming the commod-
Roughly the same amount of farmlanéconomy sustains these communitiesity payment program would also help
is being used, but the farms themselves small-holder farmers in poor countries
have grown lager, more specialized andin recent years, U.S. farm policy haget a higher price for their own crops and
more corporate. also become unintentionally devastatingive them a better chance to escape
for small-holder farmers in the develophunger and poverty
What the Farm Bill Does ing world. Because the commodity pay-
ment system encourages U.S. farmefde bill should also promote conserva-
The farm bill principally tries to help U.S.to concentrate on the five crops, worléion and improved land use. Strength-
farmers. But over time it has becomenarkets are being flooded with thesened policies can better reward good
less and less successful at doing so. The stewardship of working farms and
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ranches, and protect environmentally
fragile areas such as wetlands.

Rural development programs should
seek to bolster economic development.
With greater emphasis on this neglectedver the past yeaa number of local the Associated Press. “the Democratic
area, the farm bill can help to generatenti-hunger and poverty groups nationgovernor couldn’t afford much of any-
new jobs and strengthen small businessgéde have sparked public awarenegking during a trip to a Salem-area gro-
in rural communities by investing in ru-about the inadequacy of food stamp atery store orTuesday where he had
ral infrastructure (such as better telelotments by challenging their communityexactly $21 to buy a week'worth of
communications systems and broadbandaders to try feeding themselves ofpod—the same amount that the state’
Internet access), supporting rural entrehose allotments for a few days, a weelaverage food stamp recipient spends
preneurs, and promoting local initiative®r a month.
to revitalize rural towns.

A “Dear Colleague” let-
An increase in funding for the Fooder from Representative
Stamp Program could enable the prggames McGovern (D-
gram to reach more people at risk affiA) and Jo Ann
hunger Food stamp outreach shoul&merson (R-MO), 4/26/
also be improved to ensure that more @7, urged their colleague
the eligible people receive the help theyo Live on a Food Stamy
need. Budget for aweek.

A funding increase could also allow “As Members of Con-
families who receive food stamp benefitgress, we don’t have t
to afford a more nutritious diet. 66 perrely on Food Stamps to
cent ofAmericans are considered overfeed our families. But that means it isveekly on groceriesh\ccompanied by
weight; nearly half of those are obesalifficult for many of us to imagine whatreporters and food stamp recipient Chris-
Overweight and obesity affect all in-it is like to experience true hunger or téina Sigman-Davenport, Kulongoski
come groups but are most prevalent irely on the Food Stamp Program. Thdteaded straight for a display of organic
low-income communitiesThat’s be- is why we are asking you to join us anttananas, only to have Sigman-Davenport
cause calories are cheap in the US—take the ‘Food Stamp Challenge.”  steer him toward the cheaper non-or-
it's the nutriens that are expensive. ganic variety’
The Food Stamp Program could providene believe we have a moral responsi-
incentives for purchase of fruits and vegpility to end hunger idmerica, and our Along the way Sigman-Davenport, a
etables that would also strengthen locgoal is to raise awareness of the difficulmother of three who works for the state
and regional farm-to-market connecties facing food stamp recipients andepartment of Human Services and
tions. demonstrate support for the Food Stampent on food stamps in the fall after her
Programs vital role in providing nutrition husband lost his job, dispensed tips for
Emergency food assistance to countriegssistance to low-income families.”  shopping on a budget.
suffering famine and humanitarian cri-
ses are also included in the farm bill. ThRlY anti-hunger advocates are askin§can the highest and lowest shelves, she
bill should ensure ongoing and consistentate officials to participate. So far NYCtold the governorLook for of-brand
U.S. assistance to people in need @ouncilmember Eric Goia has agreedproducts, clip coupons religiouslget
emergency food and nutrition support used to filling, low-cost staples like maca-
around the world. It should also increasghe Governor of Oregon was one of theoni and cheese and beans, and, when
the efficiency of U.S. assistance by alefficials who participated in the chal-possible, buy in bulk”.
lowing some purchase of food in martenge. “If Gov Ted Kulongoski seems a
kets outside the United States and soniigtle sluggish this week, he'got an ex- (see related story on p. 8)
flexibility in the transportation of food aid. cuse: he couldn’t afford coffee,” wrote
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Community Supportedgriculture CsA produce is almost always picked thegverty & also supported by United
(CSA) is a way for people to buy deli-same day and deliveredwéest Harlem. \ay of NYC.
cious affordable food directly from a
local farmer Each CSAs run difer- p's Affordable:When you buy a CSA i you're interested in joining thevest
ently, but membership is typically openshare, you get quality vegetables for fa4ariem CSA. contadtlexis at 212-741-
to anyone. There are many wonderfybss than you would spend at the groce192, ext. 4# oastevens@hungeraction
CSAs located throughout NeWork store. *Food $amps accepted! nys og. Tofind other CSAs in NYC, go
State. HungeAction and partners is «scholarships available! to www.justfood.og or for outside
organizing a new CSi West Harlem NYC, go towww.locaharvest.ar or
and you are invited to join us! It Supports a Local Farmer: Our foodyww. csacenteora.
comes from Cascade Farm, a small IQ:
You become a CSmember by pur ca| farm, whose produce is naturally
chasing a “share” of the farnmisrhar  grown without herbicides & pesticides.
vest. Members receive a variety of lot gcal farms also benefit the entire region
cally grown vegetables each week duthy providing local jobs. Mark served as the Housiltgorks Sate
ing the harvest season. Some CSAs also and Federal Issues Organizer since
provide fruit, meat, or other food itemsjt's Good for the EnvironmentA well  1999— part community ganizer part
managed farm helps protect our locadvocate and activist, and part den

CSA: Good for your water supply and preserves local soil fanother During his eight years at Hous-
mind, your body generations to come. ingWorkg, every_day thet&e Legisla-
ture was in session, Mark led a team of
your taste buds It's Good for the Community: C&Agive HousingWorks clients in legislative vis-
and your wallet neighbors a chance to organize a projeits focusing on key HIV/AIDS policy
togetherCSAopens the doors to all sortdealth care, disability and antipoverty
TheWest Harlem CSAs unique in that of community improvements! issues. He often attended HANNYS
we are specifically recruiting low-in- events at the Capitol.

come members, encouraging the use PACT: One fast food meal for a family
Food Stamps, and providing CSA sharesf 3 is $16.58, while $13.50 pays for 3Mark was passionate about advogacy
to several Emergency Food Programs family members to eat 7 meals of wholerot just aboutIDS, but about injustices

the areaWe also oganize cooking dem- some and fresh food of all kinds. He fought particularly hard
onstrations, a farm trip, and provide a to get legislation passed Albany to
weekly newsletter with cooking andrFACT: Increasing vegetable consumpprotect transgender people from dis-
vegetable tips! tion by one serving per day decreasesimination. “Mark was a trudIDS
the risk of a variety of cancers by 30%wvarrior, and | will miss him very much,
Why You Should Join the West as will his many comrades,” said
Harlem CSA: TheWest Harlem CSAs omganized by Charles King, President of Housing

a coalition including Hungéction, Just Works. “He and | spent many hours in
It's Healthy and Fresh: Unlike the vegrFood, NYC CoalitionrAgainst Hunger jail togetheras he participated in almost
etables you get at the grocery store, thelest HarlemAction NetworkAgainst every civil disobedience action we did.”
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The Summer Food Service Programor receives reimbursement from the

(SFSP) provides free nutritious meals tdSDA for the meals that are served.

children 18 and younger during the sum-

mer months while school is odthe pro- If your program serves children during

gram is underutilize@cross the statethe summeryou may be eligible to dis-

and we need to reach more kids! Kefribute meals to the kids. If you can’t be

reasons for low participation are a lacla site, you can tell your community about

of groups to sponsor the program anthe program.

provide a site and a lack of education

about the program. The key reasons for low participation fmercado@hungeractionnys.ag212-
are that there are not enough program1-8192, x 6#.

Summer meals are typically served bgponsors and sites and a lack of aware-

schools, camps, food programs, housingess about the prograivith your sup- Queens Goups!HungerAction is spe-

authorities, pools and parks, faith groupgort, we can reach more children!  cifically working in the Long Island City

and others who agree to be the local Astoria, Jackson Heights area to promote

SFSP sponsor or site. Each SFSP spdfer more info on being a site or outreacBFSP so be sure to contact us if you're
materials, contact Francisco ain the area.

money for a much greater value in exih addition to distributing food to meet
tra food items. emergency needs, the Regional Food
Bank works in partnership with

low-income day-care, senj@nd youth The Regional Food Bank has alsélANNYS and other organizations to
centers. The Regional Food Bank is founded three KidsCafes inAlbany, advocate for more just state and federal
member oAmerica’s Second Harvest, Troy, and Schenectadyhese are spe-policies for low-income people. The
and one of eight food banks in NYS. cial soup kitchens designed to servRegional Food Bank is one of the found-

needy children and to provide them witting members of HANNYS and is proud
“Unfortunately the Food Bank sees thea safe place to gather of the role HANNYS has played over
need for its services increase incremen- the past 25 years in addressing the needs
tally each yeat said Mark Quandt, The Food Bank also serves as a distribof the poor and hungry in NeWork
Executive Directar“A low-level retail tor of state HPNAP support for foodState.
job is enough to put someone into popantries, soup kitchens, and
erty, depending on family sizehe said. shelters. It provides the HPNAP FoodCongratulations to HANNYS on its 25th
“If the refrigerator breaks, they can’'t af-Grant to eligible programs, which cov-Anniversary of fighting hunger in New
ford food,” added Quandt, who has beegrs the usual handling fee charged byork Sate.Thousands of people in New
with the Food Bank for nearly twenty-the Food Bank, and also provides eligibl¥ork Sate have been fed in their times

five years. agencies with Operations Supporof greatest need because of
Project grants to cover other costs. HANNYS' relentless advocacy over
The Food Bank runs a number of pro- the past 25 years. Thank you, HANNYS,

grams intended to help the hungryn arecent Hunger tdy, 94% of the for your work on behalf of the poor and
people in the RFB’ 23-county service Food Banks member agencies saichungry” said Quandt.

area. The Moveable Feast programlimination of the Food Bank would have

brings in donations of prepared and pe& devastating or significant impact omhe Food Bank provided the first home
ishable foods from grocery stores antheir operations and their ability to feedo HungerAction when Mark Dunlea
restaurants. This program provideghose who turn to them for help. Quitavas hired as its initial staff person. Cathy
500,000 Ibs of extra food yearlyhe simply, many people would go hungry ifJohnson, théssociate Director of the
Extra Helpings program allows individu-not for the Regional Food Bank. Food Bank, served as the Hunder
als to pay a relatively small amount of tion Network Board chair at this time.
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participation requirements for welfareto find or keep a job and those who are

we should establish a wage supplemenhable to work.
We hope lawmakers will agree this yegprogram for low-income workers and/
to repeal the provision that ties the EIDr a state funded food stamp supplemeTihe problem is magnified by the fact that
to 185% of the Standard of Needor working families. the non-rent portion of the public assis-
(SON). In agreeing to HANNY'S pro- tance grant has not been increased in
posal to raise the EID, GoRataki had While much has been written about thenore than 16 years, during which time
said that welfare participants should bdecline in welfare caseloads in Newhe cost of living has increased by nearly
able to earn their way to poverty befor&/ork Sate, there has been no concu0%. There is a desperate need to pro-
they lost all welfare benefits. Unfortu-rent decline in povertys a result, New vide enhanced resources to enable poor
nately this is no longer true since theYork’s cash assistance programs nofsmilies to survive.
SON has not been adjusted for inflatiorprovide support to a much smaller per-

centage of poor families than befor&he groups are also seeking to improve
In addition, NY should strengthen incenwelfare reform. the performance of the stadeielfare
tives for welfare participants who work to work programs to better move people
by increasing the Earned Income Disre¥et there are three groups of N¥ark-  out of povertyThey are seeking expan-
gard (EID) up to the federal povertyers who continue to rely on the state tsion of the education and training pro-
level; 50% of income should be disreprovide income security: low-incomegrams targeted to welfare participants
garded until families reach 135% of thevorkers and their families, public assisand the unemployed, as well as better
federal poverty guideline$o help New tance recipients who have not been ab$ereening of welfare applicants for dis-
York meet the increased federal work abilities and other barriers.

Northeast RegionalAnti-Hunger ter reflect current market basket valueNo other federal nutrition program re-
Network (NERAHN) recommenda- and enable recipients to meet USBAquires as much documentation and re-
tions on Food $amp Reauthoriza- nutritional standards. Restore eligibilityporting as the Food Stamp Program.
tion. (see also pp. 4-5) to documented immigrants. Remove the

5 year waiting period for otherwiseSimplify the application process and
Hunger remains a serious problem in owqualified individuals.Raise the minimumstreamline documentation requirements,
country USDA estimates that in 2004,benefit level and index it to inflation. In-including:Provide for demonstration pi-
38 millionAmericans, including almost 14crease the current $10 minimum to $40ots; make sure every state has a Com-
million children, did not have access to binedApplication Project to increase
enough food to meet their basic needicrease the asset limit and simpliffood stamp enroliment of elderly and dis-
The Food Stamp Program remains owrsset tests. Institute a $5000 resouradled SSI recipients; allow states to use
nation’s best response to hunger limit for all households, and exempt ala standard medical deduction for elderly

retirement accounts, education savingand disabled households; and, eliminate
Below are some of the key improveaccounts and Earned InconTax the interview requirement at recertifica-
ments supported by the Northeast R&redits.Remove the excess shelter cafmon.
gional Anti-Hunger Network for food Allow households who spend more than
stamp reauthorization as part of thealf of their income to pay for housingEliminate special rules for: non-citizens
Farm Bill. and utilities to deduct the full amount of eliminate sponsor deeming & liability);

these excess shelter costs from theable-bodied adults without dependents
Improve Benefits. The Food Stamp Prancome. (ABAWDSs) and those who have been
gram should ensure that low-income in- convicted of a drug-related felongre-
dividuals can purchase the food thefxtend transitional benefits eligibility ate additional federal support for out-
need to stay healthyTheThrifty Food Currently households leavingANF reach. Continue performance bonus
Plan should be replaced with USI3A receive transitional food stamps for onljawards to states achieving the greatest
Moderate or Low Cost Plan which bet5 months. Remove Barriers A@cess. improvements in program access.
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Thirty-seven millioPAmericans live be- they cannot work or work is unavailableyouchers” designed to help people live
low the official poverty line. Millions unstable, or pays so little that they carin opportunity-rich areag\ny new af-
more struggle each month to pay fonot make ends meet. fordable housing should be in communi-
basic necessities, or run out of savings ties with employment opportunities and
when they lose their jobs or face healthlelp People BuildWealth.All Ameri- high-quality public services, or in
emergencies. Poverty imposes enormogans should have the opportunity to builgentrifying communities.

costs on societyPersistent childhood assets that allow them to weather peri-

poverty is estimated to cost our nationds of flux and volatilityand to have the 6. Ensure equity for low-wage workers
$500 billion each yeaor about four per resources that may be essential to ai-the Unemployment Insurance system.
cent of the natiois'gross domestic prod-vancement and upward mobility Only about 35 percent of the unem-

uct. ployed, and a smaller share of unem-
Some othe 12 key steps recommendedloyed low-wage workers, receive un-
The Center foAmerican Progres3ask employment insurance benefits.

Force on Poverty calls for a national godl. Raise and index the minimum wage
of cutting poverty in half in the next 10to half the average hourly wagkt 7. Reduce the high costs of being poor
years $5.15, the federal minimum wage is aand increase access to financial ser-
its lowest level in real terms since 1956vices. Despite having less income,
In the last six years, the number of podrhe federal minimum wage was once 5@wer-income families often pay more
Americans has grown by five million, percent of the average wage but is notlklan middle and high-income families for
while inequality has reached historic higl30 percent of that wage. Congresthe same consumer products.
levels. One in eigltmericans now lives should restore the minimum wage to 50
in povertyA family of four is considered percent of the average wage, abodthe Task Forces recommendations
poor if the familys income is below $8.40 an hour in 2006. would cut poverty in half.
$19,971—a bar far below what most
people believe a family needs to get b. Expand the Earned InconTax Just the minimum wage, EITC, child
12.6 percent of ahmericans were poor Credit and Childax CreditWe recom- credit, and child care recommendations
in 2005, and more than 90 million peoplenend tripling the EITC for childlesswould reduce poverty by 26 percent.
(31 percent) had incomes below 200 peworkers and expanding help to largethis would mean 9.4 million fewer
cent of federal poverty thresholds.  working families. Making the Chil@lax people in poverty and a national poverty
Credit available to all low- and moder+ate of 9.1 percent—the lowest in U.S.
Poverty in the United States is far highegite-income families would move asistory The racial poverty gap would be
than in many other developed nationsnany as 5 million people out of povertynarrowed.
The US ranked 24th among 25 countries
when measuring the share of the pop@- Promote unionization by enacting thén additional $90 billion in annual spend-
lation below 50 percent of median inEmployee Free Choiokct. ing would represent about 0.8 percent of
come. the nations gross domestic product,
4. Guarantee child care assistance wehich is a fraction of the money spent
A strategy to cut poverty in half low-income families and promote earlyon tax changes that benefited primarily
should be guided by four principles education for all the wealthy in recent years. Consider
that: The current annual costs of the tax
Promote DecentWork. Work should 5. Create 2 million new “opportunity” cuts enacted by Congress in 2001 and
pay enough to ensure that workers arftbusing vouchers, and promote equitabB003 are in the range of $400 billion a
their families can avoid povertyneet development in and around central cityear In 2008 alone the value of the tax
basic needs, and save for the futurés. Our nation should seek to end comruts to households with incomes exceed-
centrated poverty and economic segrég $200,000 a year is projected to be
Provide Opportunity for All. gation, and promote regional equity an@100 billion.
innercity revitalizationWe propose that
Ensure Economic Security Ameri- over the next 10 years the federal gov-
cans should not fall into poverty wherernment fund 2 million new “opportunity
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Health Care AdvocatesApplaud initial meeting with Department of Yorkers have equal access to cost ef-
Lawmakers for Funding Universal Health staff. fective and comprehensive health
Health Care Sudy care.”
“This action presents an unprecedented
New York Sate took an important stepwindow of opportunity for Neworkers. In addition to the studies)é¢ Budget did
towards universal health care by agre@®y enabling us to assess the pros amipand the income limits for the Child
ing to include $200,000 in the state buctons of various models for assurindiealth Program from 250% of poverty
get for independent studies of the mehealth care to all, it can help us find outo 400%, as well as easing the rule for
its of various approaches to universakay toward that objective,” said Sidrecertificiations for the public health
health care. Socolarconvener of Rekindling Reform,benefit programs. The Governor how-
a NYC-based health care advocacgver didn’t push to streamline the appli-
This follows on the recent announceeoalition that initiated the effort for thecation process for Medicaid, which is a
ment that the Spitzer administration wasommission four years ago. major barrier Hopefully we will see
setting up its own internal task force with these reforms next year
the Governdss health care advisors andrhe Capital DistricAlliance for Univer
the departments of health and insuraneal Healthcare, a group organized in 200Bhe reality is that many children who
to explore how to provide universalwith representatives from social actioualify for health insurance through
health care for all. committees from religious organizationsCHP are not getting it. (Partially this is
social agencies, advocacy organizatiortgie to the barrier imposed by even low
“We want to thanldssemblymember and interested individuals who want téees at some income levels.) DOH will
Gottfried for his long-standing leadershiwork for universal health care, praisete launching a campaign to educate
on the issue of universal health carefhe legislation. DRichard Propp, Chair working families that they may qualify
stated Mark Dunlea of the Hungke- of CDAUH, stated, “it is an excellentfor such programs. Community groups
tion Network. “NewYork is joining a first step toward assuring that all Nevare needed to help with this education
number of other states that have taken effort.
leadership to resolve the issue of provid
ing health care to alVe believe that we
can create a universal health care sys-
tem that also improves the delivery of
services while saving money for taxpayThe NYS Pharmaceutical Drug Manuin 2003, the pharmaceutical industry
ers, employers and consumers.” facturer andVholesale DisclosurAct spent more than $22 billion on market-
(A 7468 Gottfried / S 2971 Maziarz)ing, the bulk of which was spent on di-
The legislature adopted part but not alould require all pharmaceutical comparect marketing to health care providers.
of the language developed by Gottfriedhies to report any gift to a health car&eanwhile, prescription drug spending
theAssembly Health Committee Chairprovider in excess of $75. tripled from 1992 to 2002, up to over
to create a Commission on Universal $162 billion annuallyBy promoting the
Health Care modeled after similar efThe large majority of doctors meet withprescription drugs with the highest cost
forts in a number of other states. industry detailers frequentlfNew and the pharmaceutical companies reap a
costly drugs are explosively introducedhefty profit while the cost of health care
HungerAction wants to ensure that conby these highly trained sales reps usingpes up in response.
sumers and not just special interesargeted marketing strategies designed
groups representing the health industrny steer doctors to prescribe what is newhis legislation allows the public to
are able to participate in the process. Thiestead of olderbetter understood andmake more informed decisions about
budget for instance did not require &ss expensive equivalents. There ighat providers they are choosing, mak-
series of public hearings that had beesvidence from published studies thaihg sure they are getting prescribed
included in the draft bill. Hungéyction  detailing has animmediate and significardrugs based on the best medical prac-
however has been encouraged by itspact on doctors’ prescribing practicedices and not as repayment for a gift.
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to skyrocket while wages on the low-
Housing and labor market experts joinetharket in the City or the multiple barri-end can’t even begin to catch up. This

with NYC officials to caution againsters that families at risk of homelessne$sas been the case since the real estate
adoption of the Bloomberg admin-face,” said NYC Councilmember Bill depoom began, but in the past year we've
istration’s new homeless housing assiBlasio, Chairman of the CounailGen- really reached a point where thousands
tance program, callafork Advantage. eralWelfare Committee. of families just can't tread water any-
The new program comes at the midpoint more. That's whats fueling the increase
of the Mayots five year plan to reduce “When we consider that the majority ofn the shelter population. The idea that
chronic homelessness after an earliélomeless families in shelters are headeghe to two years of time limited assis-
program, Housing Stability Plus, failed tdoy poor women with kids — struggling totance will overcome the demands of the
meet its goals and led to record increasget by on $7.25 an hour if they can finthousing market is implausible and flies
in family homelessness. work — it's wildly unrealistic to expectin the face of the Bloomberg
that they will be able to save at a ratgdministrations own research,” said
Work Advantage reduces the length oflouble or triple that of regular NeWMary Brosnahan, Executive Director of
time the city will subsidize rent for aYorkers and have resources to pay Neye Coalition for the Homeless.
homeless person or family from five tovork City market rents in one or two
two years. It relies on a city-matchegears,” said fite Senator Liz Krueger Recent increases in tax rates and prop
savings account and homelessness pRanking Democrat on the NeWork erty values contribute to rising rents and
vention services after the subsidies ruBtate Senate Housing Committee.  the unaffordable rent burdens that eat
out to keep people from transitioning out into the income gains of low-income
of the shelters, into “permanent housBetween 2002-2005 median income iNew Yorkers, as documented in the
ing,” then back to the shelter again. New York City fell by 6.3% while me- Coalition’s report, “Making the Rent,
dian rent shot up 8.3%According to  2002-2005: Changing Rent Burdens &
“Both programs are built on a faulty asMayor Bloombeg's 2030 plan, the num- Housing Hardship&mong Low-Income
sumption the Bloomberg administratiorber of apartments available to low anflew Yorkers. Once rent is paid, the
has about homelessness,” said Patrighoderate income NeWorkers shrank poor family has an average of $32 a
Markee, senior policy analyst for theby 205,000 units in the same time periogyeek per family member to spend on
Coalition for the Homeless. “The core other necessities, like food, clothing,
of the misguided thinking is that this is a&'he bottom line is that the housing makransportation, medical costs.
welfare problem and not a housing prolket will continue to put enormous pres-
lem. These families are not homelessure on lowmoderate and middle in-“|n that kind of housing market it is im-
because they don’t work enough ocome working families —with all of themplausible to expect that our poorest fami-
they’re not willing to work, it$ because competing against each other for scarggs can survive without rental assistance
there is a lack of affordable housing.” housing resources. In that type of magfter 12-24 months. These types of time
ket, formerly homeless families will needimits — which don't exist in programs like
“This plan is seriously flawed: what arerental assistance for far more than twgection 8 and public housing — will lead
families going to do after this one to twoyears. families to cut back on vital expenses like

year time limit?We are in the midst of food, clothing and health care and lead
one of the tightest housing markets itA better solution would be to providethem to double or triple up in cramped

NewYork City’s history and low-wage families leaving the shelter system wittypartments or return to sheltesaid
workers fill our family shelters and con-Section 8 vouchers as every previousavid R. Jones, President & CEO of the
tinue to fall behind. While the plan makesadministration has done,” said Bra€ommunity Service Society of New
some improvements on the failed Houd-ander Director of the Pratt Center forygrk.

ing Stability Plus program, it simply fails Community Development.

to address the long-term needs of these

working families,” said Nework City “This is unfortunately a pretty straight-

PublicAdvocate Betsy Gotbaum. forward story Housing costs continue

The proposed two-year ” timeline does

not seem to consider the current labor



HungerAction Network's annual ben- food will be prepared by some of theéer House, Justis; McCadam Cheese,

efit to end hunger will be held onCapital Regiors best chefs, accompaMissAlbany Diner Mr. Subb, My Linh,

WednesdayMay 23th, from 5:30PM to nied by teas, microbrews, coffee and @lde Saratoga Brewing Co., Olive Gar-

8:30PM at the Egg in the Empire Statsilent auction served to participants. den, The Palmer House, Rock Hill

PlazaAlbany. HungerAction works to Bakehouse, Shalimgfa-Ke Japanese

end hunger and its root causes, incluome of the participating restaurantssteak House, antihe Ginger Maiwine

ing poverty in Newrork Sate.This year coffeehouses, and microbreweries irBar & Restaurant.

marks HungeAction Networks 25th clude: Barcelona Restaurant, Bayou

AnniversaryAs part of the event, thereCafé, Bongiornos, Café Italia RestauThe event is co-sponsored by CSEA,

will be a short ceremony to honor someant, Capital City Roasters, CascadeEF and NYS NurseAssociation.

of the key leaders and volunteers foMountainWinery and Restaurant, Da-

their work through the years. kota Steakhouse, Debbie's Kitchernlhe suggested tax-deductible donation is
DeJohn's Restaurant & Pub, Divied, $40 per person. For reservations, call

Feast for Famine is a food and beveEl Loco Mexican Café, El Mariachi HungerAction at 518 434-7371.

age tasting to raise support for our worklexican Restaurant, Fior D’ltalia Pasta

to end hunger in the Capital District. Th& Cheese, Grandma's Pies, JadRys-

HuNGERA CTION NETWORK OF NEW Y ORK STATE
M EMBERSHIP AND DoNATION CouPON

O Yes | want to help end the root causes of hunger by becoming a member:
O $30Individual [ $5(low/fixedincome) ] $35small organization
O $60 mediumorganization[] $120 large organization

] Here is my donation of in support ofWiaterAppeal.

O Please send me information about volunteer opportunities

Name Organization
Address City Zip |
Phone (day) (eve.) AX)(E (E-Mail)
Credit care info: [ MC [ VISA Card No. Exp Date.
signature

Please make checks payable to anceturn to Hunger Action Network of NYS, 260W. 36th S., #504, NYNY 10018
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