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Hunger Action Network of New York State

LOBBY DAY 2010 FOCUSES ON JOBS, EDUCATION

Albany — Five buses and several vans
from every part of New York State
brought over 200 low-income New
Yorkers to the capital on Tuesday,
March 9, for a joint Empire State
Economic Security — Better Choice
Budget Campaign — Hunger Action
Network Legislative Education and
Action Day extravaganza. In the
course of the day, this energetic and
focused group managed to make over
70 in-person visits with top budget
negotiators, legislators and their staff.
House of Mercy and the Rochester’s
Poor People Coalition also had a very
fruitful dialogue with Beth Berlin,
Acting Commissioner of the Office of
Temporary and Disability Assistance,
and her top staff.

The day began with a rally and issue
briefing in the Westminster Presybterian
Church, which is located just across the
street from the Capitol and Legislative
Office Building. At noon, the group
was joined by 100 union activists and
together they began a dramatic march
around the Capitol chanting “Not on
our backs, Wall Street pay the tax!” and
reminding the legislature and Governor
to keep their promise to raise the welfare
grant another 10% this year.

This march climaxed with several
speeches delivered from the West steps
of the Capitol. Robb Smith of Inter-
faith Impact of NYS, Doug Williams
of Public Employees Federation, and
Hirah Mir from Welfare Rights Initia-
tive talked about the need for a deeper
sense of community, for the wealthy
to pay their fair share of the state’s tax
burden, and for a bill allowing education
to count as work activity so that young
people on welfare could complete their
college degrees.

After the march and speeches, Legisla-
tive Education and Action Day partici-
pants fanned out all through the legisla-

tive offices of the capital and pushed the
four-part issue agenda of the day:

Y 10% welfare grant increase

¥ $100 million for good jobs in the
welfare budget

Y ADbill to make college education an
allowable work activity

% Stock Transfer Tax and Better
Choice progressive revenue options

Many people, including a large group
of social welfare students from SUNY
Brockport near Rochester, were in Al-
bany and meeting lawmakers for the
first time. Energy and engagement were
high throughout the day of legislative
education and advocacy.

One new emphasis this year was the idea
of a Part Two to the lobby day efforts
of March 9. Sometimes when lawmak-
ers see advocates only once or twice
in a year, it limits their impact. When
however a big legislative education and
action day like this one is followed by
subsequent contacts with the district of-
fices or phone calls or letters to legisla-
tors, it magnifies the volume and effect
of our demands.

The Welfare Rights Initiative has pro-
vided a model for this kind of follow-
through. After filling a bus and making
dozens of visits with lawmakers March
9, they returned home and hit the phones
to continue to push their issue—the
education bill for welfare participants.
First they targeted every member of the
Senate Finance committee, which is cur-
rently working on the legislation, then
they made sure to reach out to EVERY
ONE of the 62 members of the State
Senate with emails and phone calls.
One notable success due directly to their
efforts has been the winning of several
Republican supporters for this welfare
reform effort, something that has been
relatively rare in years past.
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LOBBY DAY IMPRESSION FROM MEMBER LYNN ROSEN

Albany was not a place I ever visited .Hunger policy and politics were not my forte. I preferred working in soup
kitchens or on the front. How did I get into this venture? I will tell you. The Hunger Action Network Of New
York(HANNYS) sent me an email about the rally and I felt I should give it a try. I have no regrets.

Now I will tell you about my adventure. Early in the morning we boarded the bus from Union Square. It was a
wonderful, relaxing trip. We were dropped off at Westminster Church where 300 activists gathered. We had a
meeting and then rallied. I never felt so hyped in my life. We walked around the Capitol, carried signs and listened
to speeches. Then the fun began. Everyone was in designated groups. My group saw Assemblyman Amedore,
Senator Marcellino and Assemblyman Abbate. We discussed the issues as they smiled vacantly. We knew that
most of the words were received by deaf ears but we had the right to say them. I thought we did so effectively.

The words “ One Right, One People” kept coming into my mind. Why should some people have an abundance
of food while others can barely make ends meet? This truly shows that we are not equal. While some people are
dining in fine restaurants others are searching through garbage bins for a morsel.

This poem describes my feelings about Albany:

My first hunger rally with HANNY'S Hunger Begone!!!! I say

Inspired a fire in me that day Time to fight and not delay

The energy, the spark and the people so motivated We must devote ourselves and not give up and feel blue
Instilling a need in me to be more dedicated Eliminating hunger will be a dream come true

to join the network So HANNYS thank you for inspiring me

and fight the fight Working with you is where I want to be

To finally do what is right

WELCOME NEW AND RENEWING HANNYS MEMBERS

CAPITAL DISTRICT: Connie LaPorta; Harold Larkin, Prince of Peace Lutheran Church; James Cochran,;
Carl & Theresa Swidorski; Deb Jameson, FOCUS Churches; Marilyn Berrigan, SICM- Food Task Force; Bea-
trice Kovasznay; Susan DuBois; Michael Keenan; Alice Reed; Andy Chestnut, First Reformed Church Sche-
nectady; David Rowell, St. Vincent De Paul; Richard Propp, CDAUH; Susan Lawton; Mary Lou Warren,
Shenendehowa Helping Hands; Christopher Weiss; Diane Deacon; Steve Jones; CENTRAL NEW YORK:
Sharon Sherman, Greater Syracuse Tenants Network; GENESEE VALLEY: Mona Durgin, Greece Ecumeni-
cal Food Shelf; Bill McCoy, Metro Justice; J. Dennis Chasse, United University Professions; Alan Newton, Let
Justice Roll; Bob Ingram, EMPOWER; Shirley Munson, Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf; William Brien; Amy
Perotta; Mary Henning, St Patrick’s Social Ministry; HUDSON VALLEY: Fred and Alice Bunnell, Diane Ser-
ratore, People to People; Stephen Fiore; NORTH COUNTRY: Philip Harnden, GardenShare; NYC: Talbot
Katz; Michael Lengyel; Faith Schwartz; Nadine Felton; Peter Dolack; Laura Liben; Robert Johnson; Richard
Goldman; Henry Freedman, National Center for Law and Economic Justice; Susan Dooha, Center for Ind. Of
Disabled; Vera Burnett, Bethany U.M. Church Hunger Commmittee; Luther & Uta Kriefall; Jenny Hurwitz;
Tesa Fitzgerald, Hour Children Inc.; Donna Stein; Derrick Boykin, Bread for the World; Vincent Reilly, St.
Vincent de Paul Society; Hans Kriefall; SOUTHERN TIER: Terry Woodnorth; WESTCHESTER: Winston
Ross, WESTCOP; Terry Berardi, The Community Food Pantry at St. Mary’s Mohegan Lake; WESTERN NY:
Kelly Ann Kowalski, Network of Religious Communities Food Pantries
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O $30 Individual [
O $40 small organization
O Here is my donation of

HUNGER AcTION NETWORK OF NEW YORK STATE MEMBERSHIP COUPON

[ Yes, I want to help end the root causes of hunger by becoming a member:
$5(low/fixed income)

O $75 medium organization [J

[ Please send me information about volunteer opportunities

$150 large organization

Name Organization
Address City Zip
Phone (day) (eve.) (FAX) (E-Mail)

Please make checks payable to and return to Hunger Action Network of NYS, 275 State St., Albany NY 12210

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE A SUCCESS

Hunger Action Network’s March mad-
ness “Renewing our Strength” member-
ship drive was a great success. Many
supporters joined or renewed their
memberships (see the list on page 15).
For those who helped make the drive a
success, THANK YOU

In addition to soliciting membership

dues, we polled members to determine
in what ways they would like to take
action. - From meeting with legislators
to volunteering in one of our offices, our
active members are our true strength.

If the membership drive passed you
by, please take advantage of the above
membership coupon or you can visit

our website www.hungeractionnys.org
to sign up today. Remember, you may
volunteer for 5 hours in lieu of member-
ship dues. We are always glad for extra
hands.



