June 21, 2007

Dear Welfare Advocates: 

We would like to thank your organization for signing onto the campaign to raise the welfare grant in New York. Now we need to work to make this a reality.

We are calling for an increase of the basic grant to at least $450 to reflect the increase in cost of living since 1990. We also want a commission established to determine how to raise welfare benefits above poverty, and then index it to inflation. Also, Fuel for Heating Allowances should be increased to account for inflationary increases since the last adjustment in 1987.
We especially need help in mobilizing the people directly impacted by low welfare benefits. We need to build a solid grassroots effort to put pressure on the Governor and Legislature going into the budget process for next year.

 

The reality is that a grant increase is only possible if Governor Spitzer includes it in his budget proposals for next year. While the budget is normally released January 20th or so, the Governor is talking about putting it out earlier. Thus we have the summer and fall to make sure he hears the message about the need to raise benefits.
We saw some positive signs on this issue this year. The Assembly included a small welfare grant increase proposal in their initial budget. Assembly Speaker Silver publicly spoke in favor of a grant hike. The Senate Democrats also recently proposed an even larger hike.
There are several ways for you to help. Our main target is Governor Spitzer. He needs to include a grant increase in the state budget proposal for next year. This normally comes out in January but he plans to do it earlier. So we need to reach out to him now. Can your group write a letter on your stationary urging him to raise the welfare grant? (A sample is enclosed. Governor Spitzer, State Capitol, Albany, NY 12224.)
 

Welfare benefits in New York have not been raised in 17 years, falling to less than 50% of the federal poverty level. There are two main components to the welfare grant. The shelter allowance pays for housing costs such as rent and utilities. The basic cash allowance is designated for clothing, toiletries, household cleaners, transportation and other necessities, as well as food that is not covered by food stamps. The basic grant has remained the same for seventeen years – only $291 a month for a family of three.  

We also hope you will generate letters to the Governor and Legislators from your guests and members. A personal handwritten letter, even three sentences, is far more powerful than a petition. One technique is to have people write their letters on the back of a small paper plate.
We hope to bring welfare participants to meet with the Governor and his staff. We need a strong turnout of welfare participants and others at the public hearings on the grant increase that the Assembly will hold this fall. We also need to identify individuals who are on welfare who will be willing to speak out about this, such as coming to meetings with government officials to lobby and to talk to the media. Can you help recruit one or two individuals? If yes, we would like to get their name, address and phone number so we can keep in contact with them.

We also hope you will help to educate the public and media on this issue. Perhaps you could include information about the need to raise the welfare grant in your newsletters and publications, and try to generate letters to the editors and news stories.

 

The goal is to make the state officials see how inadequate the benefits are currently. By showing them the hardship faced by individuals on welfare, we can make the policy makers see them as more than a statistic or expense item in the budget.

Working together, we can create a positive change that has been long overdue in New York. Please do not hesitate to contact us at 275 State Street, Albany, NY 12210 or (518) 434-7371 xt. 1# with any concerns or questions about this campaign.


Sincerely,

 

 

Mark A. Dunlea

Associate Director

