Governor Eliot Spitzer

State Capitol

Albany NY 12224
Dear Governor:

We are writing to urge you to include an increase in the welfare grant in next year’s budget. It has been seventeen years – an entire generation of children – since the last time the grant was raised. 

Welfare benefits have fallen to less than half of the federal poverty level. The recent census data documents that poverty remains a significant problem in our state. The official poverty rate statewide increased to 14.7%. New York City's poverty rate was 19.1% in 2005.  But upstate cities fare even worse: Syracuse rate was 31.3%, Rochester 30.0%, Buffalo 26.9% and Albany 26.5%. Over half the residents of Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo had incomes below 200% of the poverty threshold. And more than 10% of the residents of these cities and Albany are classified as extremely poor – with incomes less than half the poverty threshold.
Since 1990 the cost of living has increased by nearly 50%. To keep pace with the rising cost of living, the basic grant of $291 for a family of three would need to be increased by 49%, to $435.00. Full allowances also need to be increased.
The changes to the federal welfare program in 1996 actually provided the state with a billion dollars annual surplus to help raise benefits. Five times the state’s courts have ruled that welfare benefits are illegally low – and yet no action is taken. Even though welfare participants are required to do work activities as a condition of eligibility, we fail to provide them with enough to pay for housing or other basic necessities such as food, clothing and utilities.

Please help reduce poverty in our state by raising the welfare grant.

Sincerely

Short version

Governor Eliot Spitzer

State Capitol

Albany NY 12224

Dear Governor:

Welfare grants are way too low. People can’t buy food or pay rent. It’s been 17 years since the grant was raised. Take Action Now.

