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The theme for this year’s Thanksgiving Action is Increase Hunger  Preven-
tion and Nutr ition Assistance Program (HPNAP) funding and Raise the 
Welfare Grant. We are urging elected officials to increase funding for the 
Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance Program by $7 million to meet 
the rising demand for emergency food. This vital program is the main source 
of state government funding for food banks and soup kitchens and was cut 
by $2 million in 2003 (it has been otherwise flat funded each year at $22.8 
million till 2006).  In addition, there has been an increase in the number of 
people using emergency food programs: 75% of food pantries, 63% of soup 
kitchens, and 40% of shelters reported that there has been an increase since 
2001 in the number of clients who come to their sites for assistance (2006 
America’s Second Harvest report).  
�
New York also needs to raise the welfare grant. Welfare helps poor children 
and their parents obtain basic necessities such as heat, housing, food and 
clothing. New York State has not raised the welfare grant since 1990, and 
now the value of welfare benefits has fallen to only half of the federal pov-
erty level.  
 
Join us in reaching our elected officials to discuss these issues as well as 
other possible solutions to eliminate the injustice of  hunger and poverty in 
NYS! 
 
For information about legislators and their  contact information, go to: 
New York State Assembly – http://assembly.state.ny.us/ 
New York State Senate – http://www.senate.ny.us/   
  
To contact Governor  Eliot Spitzer  wr ite to: 
Executive Chamber, State Capitol, Albany, NY 12224 
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